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Left to
Their Own
‘Devices

Sinctair Broadeasting CED
David Smithi {photo) told in-
vestars at the UBS Warburg
medla conference tasl week
that the big
reason he Is
centralizing
a ghunk of
"his stations' -
§ news pro-
B duction in
ona Baltl-
more facil- .
jtyis cost.
But he alsp
" sgid he's
sick of the |
news judgment of some o~
cal news directors.
"“Nathing upsais me
more than when a local
~ news director puts a head-
. hne slory of a water-main
" break in Los Anpgeles as In-
cal news. That's the -kind of
foolishness you see when
* local news directors are efl
to their own devices." He
added: “One af the nice
things about having a &en-
trallzed news operatian is
thaf we take al) the politics
" out of the logal news "
issues. Wa're able to focus
on content that's ratings-
* driven as-npposed to fluff,
or dog-caicher starfes, ar -
whatever penple tend to
want to- follow for whatever
their polltics js.”
Afterwards, he saftened
a bit, saying the real rea- -
son for centralizing news is ~ .
-cost.—J.M.H.




